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What is a Virtual Research Environment?

“The purpose of a VRE is to help researchers in all disciplines manage the 
increasingly complex range of tasks involved in carrying out research. A VRE will 

provide a framework of resources to support the underlying processes of 
research on both small and large scales, particularly for those disciplines which 
are not well catered for by the current infrastructure.” (JISC)

Definition of a VRE:

“A set of online tools, systems and processes interoperating to facilitate or 
enhance the research process within and without institutional boundaries.” (Mike 

Fraser – OUCS)
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Building a VRE for the Humanities

• 15 month project (started summer 2005)

• Capturing user requirements from researchers across the division

• How do the Humanities differ from large scale Science? 

• No predefined technology (ground up approach)  

• Build 3 to 4 prototypes/demonstrators
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The Task
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Reading the Lycopolite census from Rifeh
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Data Sources

Integrated searches across databanks of texts and images, 
e.g.

  Duke Databank of Documentary Papyri
  Heidelberger Gesamtverzeichnis
 APIS
 Vindolanda Tablets Online
 databases of Greek and Latin inscriptions
 on-line reference resources, dictionaries

 Lexicon of Greek Personal Names
 LDAB
 Fayum Villages Database
 etc.
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Architecture
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 • Technology moves on:
– Portal standards   web gadgets→

• Improve look and feel

• Links to Interpretation Support System
– More complex workflows

• Allow user to control image processing from 
web browser
– ENGAGE project
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